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ABSTRACT: The Provisions Update Committee of the National Earthquake 
Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP) is developing several proposals for 
change to seismic design provisions to be used in the U.S. These proposals 
are in various stages of development, but all have the potential to lead to 
changes to the seismic design provisions of ASCE/SEI 7 Minimum Design 
Loads for Buildings and Other Structures. This talk will describe several of the 
proposals that are being considered with a focus on those changes that likely 
will impact design practice in New England. These proposals include creation 
of design provisions that are applicable only to seismic design category 
(SDC) B buildings, revisions to the Simplified Seismic Design Procedure in 
ASCE/SEI 7, improved estimations of diaphragm force levels and ductility, a 
design approach applicable to buildings dominated by the response of a roof 
diaphragm, strength design for foundations, revised soil site factors, revised 
seismicity maps, and revisions to seismic design category criteria. 
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